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RIETTA is vifited by all Perfons of 

both Sexes, who have any Pretence to 

Wit and Gallantry. She is in that time 

of Life which is neither affe&ted with the 

Follies of Youth, or Infirmities of Age ; and her 
Converfation is fo mixed with Gaiety and Pru- 
dence, that fhe is agreeable both to the Young and 


the’Old. Her Behaviour is very frank, without - 


“being in the leaft blameable ; and as fhe is out of 
the Traé& of any amorous or ambitious Purfuits 
of her own, her Vifitants entertain her with Ac- 
counts of themfeives very freely, whether the 
concern their Paffions o their ‘Interefts. 1 e 
her a Vifit this Afternoon, having been formerly 
introduced to the Honour of her Acquaintance, 
by my Friend il. Honeycomb, who has pre- 
vailed upon her to admit me fometimes into her 
: Affembly, : as. a civil, inoffenfive Man.. 1 found 
her accompanied with one Perfon only, a Com- 


- mion-Place Talker, who, upon my Entrance, rofe, 


and after avery flight Civility fat down again ; 
then-turning to Arietta, purfued his Difcourfe, which 
I found was upon the old Topick, of Conftancy 
in Love. He went on with great Facility.in re- 
peating what he talks every Day of his Life ; apd, 
“with the Ornaments of intignificant Laughs and 
Gefturcs, enforced his Arguments by-Quotations 
Cut of Plays and Songs, which allude to the Per- 
juries of the Fair, and the general Levity of Wo- 
men. Methought he ftrove to fhine more than or- 
dinarily in his Talkative Way, that he. might in- 
fult my Silence, and diftinguith himfelf before a 


Woman of Arictta’s Tafte and Underftanding. . 


She had often an Inclination to interrupt him, but 

“could find no Opportunity, ’till the Larum ceafed 

of its felf; which it did not ’till he had repeated 

_ murdered the celebrated Story of the Epbefian 
atron. 


Arietta feemed to regard this Piece of Raillery 
as an Outrage dowe to her Sex, as indeed I have 
always obferved that Women, whether out of a 


nicer Regard to their Honour, or what other Reafon’ 


J cannot tell, are more fentibly touched with thofe 


~ general Afperfions, which. are caft upon their Sex, | 


‘than Mea are by what is {aid of theirse. 


When the had a little recovered her felf from 
the ferious Anger fhe was in, the replied in the 
following manner. : 


Sir, When I confider, how perfe&tly new ail you 


have faid on this Subjeé& is, and that the Story 


have given us is not quite two thoufand 
‘Years Old; ‘I: cannot but think it a Piece of 
Prefumption to difpute with you: But your 
Quotations put me in Mind of the Fable of the 


Lion and the Man. The Man walking with that 
noble Animal, thowed him, in the Oftentation of 
Hatmatf Superiority va Sign of a Mam killing-a -~ 


Lion. Upon which the Lion faid very juitly, We 


Lions are none of us Painters, elje we could 
‘ feow a hundred Men killed by Lions, for one Lion 
killed by a Man. 


You Men are Writers, and 
can reprefent us Women as Unbecoming as you 


 pleafe in your Works, while we are unable to 
‘return the Injury. 
- ferved in your Difcourfe, that Hipocrify is the very 


You have twice or thrice ob- 


Foundation of our Education; and that an Abili- 


ty to diflemble our Affections, is a profeffed Part 


of our Breeding. Thefe, and fuch other Refie- 
Gians, are fprinkled up and down the Writings of 
all Ages, by Authors, who leave behind them Me- - 
morials of their Refentment againft the Scorn of 
particular Women, in Invectives againft the whole 
Sex. Such a Writer, I doubt not, was the ccle- 
brated Petronins, who invented the pleafant Ag- 
~— of the Frailty of the Epsefian Lady; 
ut when we confider this Queftion between the 
Sexes, which has been either a Poine of Difpute 
or Raillery ever fincethere were Men and Women, 
let us take Faéts from plain People, and from fuch as 
have not either Ambition er Capacity to embellifh 
their Narrations with any Beautics of Imagination. 
1 was the other Day amuling my ‘felf with Ligox’s 
Account of Barbadoes ; and, in Anfwer to your 
well-wrought Tale, I will give you (as it dwells 
upon iny Memory) out of that honett Traveller, 
in his fifty fifth Page, the Hiltory of Ivkle an 
Yarice. — “ 
Mr. Thorsas Inkle of London, aged. 20. Years, 


embarked in the Dewas on the good Ship cailsd 
: the 
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the Achilles, bouhd for the Wefl-Sedies, on the 16th 
of Fane 1647, in order to improve his Fortune by 
Trade and Merchandize. Our Adventurer was 
the third Son of an eminent Citizen, who had 
taken particular Care ‘to inftill into his Mind an 
early Love of Gain, by making him a perfcé 
Milter of Numbers, and confequently giving him 
a quick View of Lofs and Advantage, ‘and pre- 
venting the natural Impulfes of his Faffions, bf 
Prepoileffion towards his Interefis. With a Mind 
thus turned, young Jvkl/e had a Perfon every way 
agreeable, a ruddy Vigour in his Countenance, 
Strength in his Liss, with Ringlets of fair Hair 
ioofely flowing on his Shoulders. It happened, 
in the Courfe of the Voyage, that the Achilles, in 
fome Diltrefs, put into a Creek on the Main of 
Awmerica, in Search of Provifions: The Youth, 
who is the Hero of my Story, among o#hers, went 
afhore on this Occalion. From their firlt Landing 
they were obferved by a Party of Indians, who 
hid themfelves in the Woods for that Purpofe, The 
Exgiifo unadvitedly marched a great diftance from 
the Shoreintothe Country, aud were intercepted by 
the Natives, who flew the greateft Number of them. 
Our Adventurer efcaped among others, by flying 
into a Foreft. Upon his commg into a remote 
and pathlefs Part of the Wood, he threw him- 
{elf breathlefs on a little Hillock, when an 
Jadiaz Miaid ruihed trom a Thicket behind him : 

fter the firft Surprize, they appeared mutually 


agreeable to each other. If the Exropean was - 


highty ‘Charmed with the Limbs, Features, and 
wild Graces of the Naked ufmcrican ; the Ameri- 
can was no lefs taken with the Drefs, Complexion 
and Shape.of an Exropean, covered from Head to 
Foot. The Indian grew immediately enamoured 
of him, and confequently follicitous for his Pre- 
fervation : She therefore conveyed him to a Cave, 
where fhe gave him a Delicious Repaft of Fruits, 
and {fed him toa Stream to flake his Thifft. In 
the midft of thefe good Offices, fhe would fome- 
times play with his Hair, and delight in the Oppo- 
fition of its Colonr, to that of her Fingers : Then 
open his Befome, then laugh at him tor covering 
it. She was,it feems, a Perfon of Diftin@ion, for 
fhe every day came to him in a different Drefs, 
of the moft beautiful Shells, Bugles and Bredes, 
She likewife brought him a great many Spoils, 
which her other Lovers had prefented to her ; 
fo that his Cave was richty adorned with all the 
fpotted Skins of Beafts, and moft Party-coloured 
Feathers of Fowls, which. that World afforded. 
To make his Confinement more tolerable, the. 
would carry him in the Dusk of the Evening, or 
by the favour of Moon-light, to unfrequented 
Groves and Solitudes, and thow him where to lye 
down in Safety, and fleep amidft the Falls of Wa- 
ters, and Melody of ‘Nightingales. Her Part was 
to watch and hold him in her Arms, for fear of 
her Country-nicn, and wake on Occations to con- 
fult his Safcty. In this manner did the Lovers 
pafs away their Time, till they had learn’d a Lan- 
guage of their own, in which the Voyager com- 
municated to his Miftreis, how happy he fhould be 
to have her in his Country, where the: fhould be 


(loathed in fuch Silks as his Watlecoat was made’ 


of, and be carried in Houfes drawn by Horfes, 
without being expofed to Wind or Weather. All 
this he promifed her the Enjoymeut of, without 
fach Fears and Alarms as they were there Tor- 
mented with. In this tender Ccrrefpondence 
thefe Lovers lived for feveral Months, when Yarico, 


° 


infiruéted by her Lover, difcovered a Veffel on 
the. Coaft, to which fhe made Signals, and in the 
Night, with the utmoft Joy and Satisfadtion ac- 
companied him to a Ships-Crew of his Country- 
Men, bound for Berbadoes. When a Yeflel from 
the Main arrives in that Iftand, it feems the Plan- 
ters come down to the Shoar, where there is an 
immediate ' Market of the /udsams and other Slaves, 
as with us of Horfes and Oxen. 


To be fhort, Mr. Thomas Inkle, now coming 
into Englijh Territories, began ferioufly to reflect 
upon his lofs of Time, and to weigh with himfelf 
how many Days Intereft of his Mouy he had loft 
during his Stay with Yarico. This Thought made 
the Young Man very penfive, and careful what 
Account he fhould be able to give his Friends of 
his Voyage. Upon which Confiderations, the pru- 
dent and frugal young Man fold Yarico to a Bar-' 
badian Merchant; notwithftanding that, the poor 
Girl, to incline him to comimiferate her Conditi- 
on, told him that fhe was with Child by him : But 
he only made ufe of that Information, to rife in 
his Demands upon the Purchafer. 


I was fo touch’d with this Story, (which I think 
fhould be always a Counterpart to the Ephefian 
Matron) that 1 left the Room with Tears in my 
Eyes ; which a Woman of Arietta’s good Senfe, 
did, lam fure, take for greater Applaute, than any 
Compliments I could make her. 
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